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1984 riots case: Court allows Sajjan Kumar
to call a journalist as defence witness

New Delhi, Former
Congress MP Sajjan Kumar’s
plea to call a journalist as a
defence witness was on
Saturday accepted by a
special court in Delhi hearing
a case related to the 1984
anti-Sikh riots in West Delhi’s
Vikaspuri.

Special Judge Digvinay
Singh at the Rouse Avenue
Court allowed the 77-year-old
politician to present the
journalist as a defence witness
on September 16 and fixed
the next hearing in the case
on that day.

Earlier, the special court
recorded the former Congress
MP’s statement in which he
claimed that he was being
falsely implicated and that the
cases against him were
politically motivated.

He pleaded his innocence
in connection with the alleged
killings of two Sikhs, Sohan
Singh and his son-in-law Avtar
Singh, in Delhi’s Janakpuri,
and another incident in
Vikaspuri where Gurcharan
Singh was allegedly set
ablaze, during the riots.

“I am innocent. I was
never involved in this crime,
not even in my dreams. There

is no iota of evidence against
me,” Sajjan Kumar said in his
statement in court.

“Initially, I was not even
named by any of the
witnesses. Decades later, I
was named. The case against
me is false and politically-
motivated,” he added.

The infamous 1984 riots
broke out after the
assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi by her
Sikh bodyguards on October
31, 1984.

Decades later, a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) was
constituted on the
recommendation of the
Justice G.P. Mathur Committee
to reopen 114 cases.

In August 2023, the trial
court formally framed charges

against Sajjan Kumar under
various Sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), but decided
to drop the murder charge
under Section 302, which had
earlier been applied by the
SIT.

In February this year, a
trial court had sentenced the
former Congress MP to life
imprisonment for the murder
of Jaswant Singh and his son
Tarundeep Singh in the
Saraswati Vihar area on
November 1, 1984, during the
riots.

The SIT found that the
accused was leading a mob
and, upon his instigation and
abetment, the mob had burnt
alive the two persons and
damaged, destroyed, and
looted their household articles
and other property, burnt their
house, and also injured the
victim’s family members and
relatives residing in their
house.

Describing the 1984 riots
as one of the "darkest and
most shameful" chapters in
India's history, the members
of the Sikh community
demanded justice and urged
the trial court to sentence
Sajjan Kumar to death.

Electronic manufacturing sector surges to Rs
11.5 lakh crore, creates 25 lakh jobs: Minister

New Delhi, Under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
visionary schemes, the
electronics manufacturing has
emerged as a top sector in
India, with production
increasing 6 times in past 11
years -- resulting in it
becoming a Rs 11.5 lakh crore
industry, Union Electronics and
IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Saturday.Millennial
media consulting

Addressing a press
conference at the BJP
headquarters over the recent
GST overhaul here, the
minister said the electronic
products exports jumped eight
times during the period and
the industry now provides
employment to over 25 lakh
people.

"In the last 11 years,
electronics manufacturing has
emerged as a very big sector
in India. Electronics
production has increased 6
times, exports have increased
8 times, and it has become an
industry of Rs 11.5 lakh crore,
providing jobs to 25 lakh
people," the minister said.

Vaishnaw informed that
India has now started
manufacturing every single
item that an electronic product
needs in the country.

"If we talk about a mobile

phone, then every item of the
phone -- be it glass, cover,
chip, printed circuit board
(PCB) or camera module, has
started being produced in the
country," the minister stated.

He further informed that
recently, a factory was
inaugurated at Sohna,
Haryana, in which the battery
used in the smartphone will
be manufactured.

The country needs 50
crore batteries, and 20 crore
battery packs will be
manufactured from a single
factory, the minister informed.

He urged citizens to adopt
India-made products as much
as they can. "It is time for a
self-reliant India in which,
everyone is adopting
'Swadeshi' with great
enthusiasm. All of you are also
requested to increase the use
of 'Swadeshi' products in your
life," Vaishnaw noted. The
minister said that with GST

reforms, PM Modi has
provided great relief to
middle-class families.

He said the prices will
come down for various sorts
of electronic devices like
televisions, refrigerators,
dishwashers, microwaves and
power banks, which are
household needs.

From food to household
items to everyday essentials,
the tax burden on all items
has been reduced, the
minister stated.

Post ‘Bihar and Bidi’ row, digital media
cell of Cong in Kerala to be revamped

Thiruvananthapuram,
A day after a social media post
from the official X handle of
the Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) sparked
outrage by comparing Bihar
with bidis, the party has
decided to revamp its digital
media cell.

Announcing the move on
Saturday, KPCC president
Sunny Joseph said a new
team would soon be
constituted to head the social
media wing.

The digital cell of the party
was earlier headed by Dr P.
Sarin, who quit the Congress
last year to join the CPI(M)
and unsuccessfully contested
the Palakkad assembly bypoll.

After Sarin left, the post
was held by two-time former
Congress legislator V.T.
Balaram.

The controversy surfaced
from a deleted post by
@INCKerala that read: “Bidis
and Bihar start from B. Cannot
be considered a sin anymore.”

Soon after the deletion,
another post came with an
apology. “We see that our jibe
at Modi’s election gimmick
with GST rates is being
twisted. Our apologies if you
felt hurt."

Following the outbreak of
the ‘Bihar and Bidi’
controversy, Balaram, who is
based in his hometown in

Palakkad, expressed his desire
to be relieved of the post as
he was not able to spend
enough time as the convenor
of the digital wing of the
KPCC.

Balaram said he was not
even aware of such a post.

Now, Sunny Joseph, the
KPCC president, has
announced that a new team
would be constituted to head
the digital wing of the party.

Incidentally, soon after the
controversy surfaced, KPCC
working president and senior
legislator A.P. Anil Kumar told
IANS that it was not an official
response of the party, and the
general norm for those
manning the social media
account is that every post gets
cleared officially.

The episode drew sharp
criticism from several NDA
leaders in Bihar, while RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav, too,
expressed his displeasure.

Sports Development Authority of Tamil Nadu launches
Rs 9.7 cr project to modernise gyms statewide

Chennai,  In a major step
to strengthen sports
infrastructure, the Sports
Development Authority of
Tamil Nadu (SDAT) has
initiated a Rs 9.7 crore project
to modernise gyms across all
districts.

The objective is to provide
athletes with modern training
facilities at an affordable cost,
ensuring that district centres
match the standards of those
in larger cities. With the
Chennai Open tennis
tournament scheduled to
begin by the end of October,
the gym at the
Nungambakkam tennis
stadium has been given
special attention to ensure
readiness.

The project will cover 25
gyms across Tamil Nadu,
bringing upgrades such as air-
conditioning, hydraulic
machines, and modern fitness
equipment. Renovation works,
including painting, flooring,
and the replacement of
outdated machines, are
already being carried out.
District sports complexes have
been prioritised to create
uniform training opportunities

for athletes across the state.
Two key centres in Chennai

are part of this initiative. At the
Velachery complex, glass
panels are being replaced,
ceiling lights and new mats
are being installed, and
hydraulic equipment for full-
body workouts is being added.
Nearly a hundred athletes use
the facility daily, with access
remaining free for district,
state, and national-level
participants.

The Nungambakkam gym
is being upgraded specifically
to support tennis players, with
wooden flooring, strength

training tools such as
dumbbells, barbells,
kettlebells, and resistance
bands, along with
cardiovascular and agility
equipment, including
treadmills, ellipticals, hurdles,
and reaction balls.

The work is expected to be
completed before the Chennai
Open begins. Beyond Chennai,
centres in Madurai, Tuticorin,
Coimbatore, Trichy, and other
districts are also being
modernised, with budgets
ranging between Rs 32 lakh
and Rs 50 lakh for each
location.
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Encouraging to see Indian Diaspora’s role in strengthening
India–Iceland partnership: MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh

Reykjavik, Union Minister
of State for External Affairs
Kirti Vardhan Singh interacted
with “the vibrant members of
the Indian community and
friends of India” in Iceland at
a reception hosted by the
Indian Embassy in
Reykjavik.Millennial media
consulting

Sharing details of the
engagement on X, Singh
wrote, “Interacted with the
vibrant Indian community and
friends of India in Iceland at a
reception hosted by the
Embassy. It was encouraging
to see the positive and
growing role the Indian
diaspora is playing in
strengthening the India–
Iceland partnership. Also had
the opportunity to meet
esteemed Icelandic friends
who have long served as
cultural ambassadors,
fostering enduring ties
between our two countries.”

The reception was part of
Singh’s visit to Reykjavik to
attend the 2nd India–Nordic
Track 1.5 Dialogue.

Addressing the gathering,
the Minister highlighted the
deepening cooperation
between India and Iceland
and appreciated the
contribution of the diaspora in

Putin familiar with modern slang,
says Russian Presidential aide

Vladivostok, Russian
President Vladimir Putin is
familiar with modern slang, the
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Saturday at the
sidelines of the 10th Eastern
Economic Forum (EEF-2025)
being held in Vladivostok.South
Cinema reviews

"The President has a family,
the president has
grandchildren. And, of course,
let's say, manifestations of
modern subculture cannot
pass him by," Peskov was
quoted as saying by leading
Russian daily Izvestia.

When asked by the
reporters if modern slang was
used at official meetings,
Peskov mentioned that, in
everyday life, the Russian
leader still expresses himself
differently and does not use
youth slang expressions during
the work process.

During an official visit to
Vladivostok on September 4,
the Russian leader was told
about new slang expressions,
including "cringe", "guyz",
"troubles" and "chill rink", the
newspaper reported.

Putin visited the 'Unique
Russian Language' exhibit at
the EEF and was shown how
phrases with the same
meaning change in different
eras. The Russian President
also offered to play game on
youth slang on one of the
interactive panels, where he
had to correctly place stresses
in words.

Representatives of more
than 70 countries and
territories are participating in
the EEF-2025 from September
3–6 in Vladivostok, organised
by the Roscongress
Foundation.

The forum is a key
international platform for
creating and strengthening ties
between the Russian and
global investment

communities, a comprehensive
expert assessment of the
economic potential of the
Russian Far East, and the
presentation of its investment
opportunities and business
conditions in the advanced
development areas.

The main theme of the
Eastern Economic Forum
2025 is 'The Far East -
cooperation for peace and
prosperity'. The Forum events
are held in the format of panel
sessions, round tables,
televised debates, business
breakfasts and business
dialogues dedicated to
Russia's relations with various
countries of the world.

"In the context of
geopolitical transformations,
government officials,
politicians, entrepreneurs and
experts at the Forum will
focus on an in-depth
discussion of the prospects for
mutually beneficial
cooperation between Russia
and the countries of the Asia-
Pacific region," the Russian
Foreign Ministry stated at the
start of the event.

promoting cultural and
economic ties. Earlier on
Friday, Singh also addressed
the reception of the Track 1.5
Dialogue alongside Iceland’s
Foreign Minister Katrin
Gunnarsdottir.

“Happy to be in Reykjavik
for the 2nd India Nordic Track
1.5 Dialogue. Delivered
remarks at the reception
alongside the Foreign Minister
of Iceland, Katrin
Gunnarsdottir. Pleased to
interact with senior officials,
scholars, and think tank
representatives from Nordic
countries. Looking forward to
the discussions tomorrow,”
Singh posted on X.

During his visit, Singh
reviewed the progress
achieved on the '3 Ts': Trade,
Tourism, and Technology, at
the Indian Embassy in

Reykjavík and discussed new
ideas to boost bilateral
cooperation in these areas.

The MEA stated that
Singh's visit to Iceland will
strengthen bilateral ties as
well as the interaction
between the strategic and
research communities of India
and the Nordic countries.

On Thursday, Singh met
with Foreign Minister
Gunnarsdottir to review
progress in key sectors,
including trade and
investment, renewable
energy, geothermal energy,
and fisheries. He conveyed
India’s appreciation for
Iceland’s strong condemnation
of the Pahalgam terror attack
and reiterated New Delhi’s
commitment to further
strengthening ties in areas of
mutual interest.

J&K LoP accuses NC of instigating national
emblem defacing at Hazratbal shrine

Jammu, Senior BJP leader
and Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in J&K Assembly, Sunil
Sharma on Saturday
condemned the defacing of
the national emblem by
hooligans at the Hazratbal
shrine on Friday and accused
the ruling National Conference
(NC) of allegedly supporting
separatists and
terrorists.Millennial media
consulting

Speaking to the media
here on Saturday about
yesterday’s incident in which
a group of hooligans defaced
the national emblem engraved
on an inauguration marble
slab at the Hazratbal shrine in
Srinagar, Sunil Sharma said,
“Whether the emblem should
have been engraved on the
inauguration stone at the
Hazratbal shrine or not, is a
different debate, but the real
question is whether the
defacing of the national
emblem is justified?

“The national emblem is
the symbol of India’s unity,

integrity and sovereignty and
the way the National
Conference justifies the issue
only confirms the belief that it
is a semi-separatist group that
has formed itself into a
political party supporting anti-
national elements and
terrorists.”

The BJP leader said the
way the Congress party is
maintaining silence over the
issue is not understandable.

“I am not here to give
certificates to anybody, but
the way the Congress party
is maintaining silence over

the issue is not
understandable”, Sharma
said.

It must be recalled that a
group of hooligans yesterday
defaced the national emblem
engraved on a marble slab at
the Hazratbal shrine.

The hooligans used stones
to smash the national
emblem. Police have now
registered an FIR into the
incident under the relevant
sections of law and has started
fixing responsibility on those
involved in the shameful act.

Darakhshan Andrabi,
chairperson of the local Waqf
Board yesterday regretted the
incident and demanded
stringent action against those
responsible for the
unfortunate incident and those
responsible for instigating the
hooligans to resort to such an
act.

She also blamed the NC,
without naming anybody
directly, for having instigated
the hooligans to indulge in
such an anti-national act.

GST reforms: Banks expect increased credit
demand across retail, MSME, agri segments

New Delhi, With the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
reforms, banks expect
increased credit demand
across retail, MSME, and
agricultural segments as
incomes rise and business
investment picks up.South
Cinema reviews

According to Ajay Kumar
Srivastava, MD and CEO,
Indian Overseas Bank, the
reform will create a strong
effect across the economy,
leading to improved cashflows
for distributors and retailers,
greater working capital access
for small businesses, and
expanded credit requirements
amid rising demand.

“Overall, this decision acts
as a catalyst for inclusive
growth and economic
transformation aligning itself
to India’s vision of Viksit
Bharat”, said Srivastava.

This move makes taxation

more transparent and easier
to follow.

“We expect these
measures will drive an
estimated growth in
consumption over 8-10 per
cent in the next two quarters
in rural markets, particularly
benefiting farmers through
reduced costs on agricultural
products where GST has been
brought down from the 12 per
cent to 5 per cent,” according
to Srivastava.

The price cuts on daily
essentials like dairy products,
household items, and
consumer durables will

provide more relief and
reduce the burden to the
consumers.

The reduced GST on
vehicles, electronics, and
housing materials will create
demand for these segments,
while making insurance
policies completely tax-free
will enhance financial
inclusion.

According to Sanjay
Agarwal, Senior Director,
CareEdge Ratings, GST rate
cuts result in a decrease in the
final price of goods and
services, which enhances
consumer purchasing power
and could stimulate demand
across various sectors.

The impact is generally
visible in the consumer
durables segment. Lower GST
rates on automobiles,
electronics, and appliances
not only make these products
more affordable but also
expand the addressable
market to include price-
sensitive consumers who were
previously priced out.

India-US relationship vital, say BJP and

allies as Trump calls Modi ‘Great PM’
New Delhi, As US

President Donald Trump
described Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a "great
Prime Minister" and
reaffirmed the “special
relationship” between India
and the United States, leaders
of India’s ruling parties on
Saturday welcomed the
remarks, emphasising the
strategic importance of the
bilateral ties.

The statement from
President Trump comes amid
ongoing tensions between
Washington and New Delhi
over issues such as tariffs and
India’s purchase of Russian
oil. Speaking from the Oval
Office on Friday, Trump said:
"I'll always be friends with
(Narendra) Modi… He’s a
great Prime Minister. He's
great. But I just don't like what
he's doing at this particular
moment. Still, India and the
United States have a special
relationship. There's nothing
to worry about. We just have
moments on occasion."

BJP MP Ghulam Ali Khatana
told IANS, “We welcome all
positive statements. We have
a strong relationship with the
US, including trade. It’s
commendable. PM Modi’s firm
stance for the farmers shows
maturity and diplomacy.”

BJP MP Praveen
Khandelwal echoed similar
sentiments, saying, “India has
always believed in Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. That is the
guiding mantra of PM Modi’s
foreign policy.”

JD(U) leader Rajeev
Ranjan emphasised the long-
standing value of India-US
relations: "The relationship
between the two countries is
crucial. Both nations have
invested significantly in
strengthening ties. Ups and
downs are natural in
diplomacy. What’s important
is to stay hopeful and keep
building on the relationship."

Neeraj Kumar, another
JD(U) leader also reacted and
said, “What Donald Trump
says is for the Foreign Ministry
to respond to officially. But one
thing is clear—PM Modi puts
national interest above all.
Praise is secondary. National
interest is our top priority.”

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari,
reacting to the development,
said, "No one can suppress
India now. The relationships
we have built with global
powers are strong and
transparent. Today, Trump
has acknowledged PM Modi’s
leadership. Our friendship will
continue. Any minor issues can
be resolved."

Shortly after Trump’s
comments, Prime Minister
Modi also responded positively
on social media, stating:
"India and the US have a very
positive and forward-looking
Comprehensive and Global
Strategic Partnership."

PM Modi's comments came
hours after President Trump
took a positive view when
asked whether he blamed
anyone for “losing India to
China”, and he responded
saying, “I don’t think we
have.” Trump added that he
gets “along very well” with
Prime Minister Modi but was
“very disappointed” with India
over New Delhi’s purchase of
Russian oil.

“I've been very
disappointed that India would
be buying so much oil, as you
know, from Russia, and let
them know that we put a very
big tariff on India, 50 per cent
tariff, very hot tariff,” he noted.

India’s food processing sector to touch
$535 billion by FY26, growing over 7 pc

New Delhi, India's food
processing sector is expected
to reach $535 billion by FY26,
buoyed primarily by rising
consumption and increased
exports.South Cinema reviews

The government support
through initiatives like ‘Make
in India’, and technological
advancements in AI-driven
automation and smart
packaging were other factors
driving the industry forward,
industry experts said at an
event organised by Informa
Markets.

India’s organic food
market — currently valued at
$1.9 billion — is projected to
expand at a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 20.13
per cent to $10.8 billion by
2033. Meanwhile, the food
ingredients segment is
growing at 7–8 per cent
annually.

Experts indicate that these
trends position India to
become a global hub for food
and packaging materials.

Dr Meenakshi Singh, Chief
Scientist at the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), said that
“food ingredients form the
backbone of the food sector,
with packaging playing an
equally critical role in ensuring

safety and quality.”
The three-day event

featured over 350 exhibitors
from India and abroad and
attracted more than 15,000
professionals from 50
countries.

“India’s food processing
sector is undergoing a
transformative phase, driven
by rising health
consciousness, growing
preference for organic and
plant-based foods, and a
notable shift in dietary
patterns,” said Yogesh
Mudras, Managing Director of
Informa Markets in India.

He added that the organic
food market is projected to
touch Rs 75,000 crore by
2025, as consumers show a
growing willingness to pay a
premium for healthier options.

India's food processing
sector contributes 7.7 per cent
to the manufacturing output
and supporting over 7 million
jobs.

Police accused of torturing man in custody,
trying to pull out teeth with pliers in Kerala

Kollam (Kerala), As the
row over the custodial torture
of a Youth Congress leader in
Thrissur continues, a similar
case emerged in Kerala’s
Kollam district on
Friday.Mil lennial media
consulting

Kulathupuzha Police
Station in Kollam district, in
the southern part of the state,
has come under scanner after
allegations of custodial
torture, according to a local
report.

The report said the incident
took place on August 31, when
police allegedly attempted to
extract the teeth of a 50-year-
old man, Anil Kumar of
Chozhiyakode in

Kulathupuzha, using a pair of
pliers. The victim later
underwent treatment at the
Punalur Government Taluk
Hospital, where the damaged
teeth were removed, the
report claimed. The
Kulathupuzha police denied
any custodial torture, stating
that he was taken into custody
for creating a nuisance under
the influence of alcohol. The
police dismissed his claim of
attempted teeth extraction,
claiming that he was released
on bail the same day and
showed no health issues at the
time. In his complaint to the
Kollam Rural Superintendent
of Police, Anil Kumar stated
that the police stopped him

while he was going home with
friends on August 31 on
charges of having consumed
liquor. He alleged that the
police detained him after he
objected to their conduct, the
media report said.

Anil Kumar alleged that he
was assaulted inside the police
vehicle and at the station,
where the cops tried to pull
out his teeth with a pair of
pliers. He said he lost
consciousness during the
ordeal and was taken to the
Kulathupuzha Government
Hospital. However, Anil Kumar
was later admitted to the
Punalur Taluk Hospital after
feeling unwell, where three
teeth were removed surgically.

Vital for India’s journey towards self-reliance:
PM Modi shares article on NEP 2020 significance

New Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
shared an article on the
significance of National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
explaining how it would be
central to India’s journey
towards self-reliance and
development.

The article penned by
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan gives
detailed insights into the
evolving role of teachers in a
changing world and how their
role as ‘transformers’ will
shape the future generations
into responsible and upright
citizens. Sharing the Union
Minister’s article titled ‘The
Teacher in a changing world’

published in a leading daily,
PM Modi wrote, “the Union
Minister explains the
significance of the NEP 2020
and also how the teachers
today are quickly embracing
digital classrooms, AI,
changing curricula and varied
learning needs, supported by
platforms like PM eVidya,
DIKSHA and SWAYAM."

Dharmendra Pradhan,
penning down his views on
India’s journey towards self-
reliance and development,
said that the NEP 2020
remains an ambitious national
endeavour and forms the core
of the ‘atmanirbharta’ mission
by 2047.

“The NEP designates
teachers as 'transformers'
who will shape future
generations into responsible,
skilled and well-rounded
citizens. The Prime Minister
has consistently emphasised
teachers’ crucial role in this
regard,” he wrote in the
article. He further said,
“Parents give birth; the guru
gives life.

Hyderabad, The
Telangana government on
Thursday urged the Centre to
immediately release Rs
16,732 crore to the State
towards flood relief.South
Cinema reviews

A delegation from the
state government headed by
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in
Delhi and submitted a
representation, urging the
Centre to immediately provide
the assistance.

The assistance sought by
the state include Rs 11,713
crore towards relief works in
districts affected by last year’s
flood. The remaining Rs 5,018
crore is towards relief in the
districts affected by the recent
floods. The Centre was also
urged to declare it as national
calamity.

T’gana seeks Rs 16,732
crore from Centre as

immediate flood relief


	1-MIFL AGM ADV Publish-07-09-2025-LM-5
	2-MIFL-07-09-2025-FP-5_compressed
	3-MIFL-07-09-2025-FP-6_compressed

		2025-09-09T17:34:13+0530
	PATEL KAMLESH




